
 

CAREER and TECHNICAL EDUCATION 
UPDATE 

        May 1, 2014  

 

 

 
Perkins Remaining Funds for 2013-2014 
FRIENDLY REMINDER to all high school districts with an outstanding or remaining 2013-2014 Perkins allocation 
to please obligate your remaining funds before the end of this current school year.  If you have questions 
regarding your Perkins balance or any submitted cash requests, please contact Charlotte McMilin, Perkins 
Accountant by phone at: 406.444.4403 or by email at: cmcmilin@mt.gov.   If you have questions about obligating 
your Perkins funds, please contact either Brad King or Renee Harris.  Brad can be reached at 406.444.4451 or by 
email at: bking2@mt.gov.  Renee can be reached at: 406.994.6986 or by email at: rharris3@mt.gov.     
 
Montana Career Information System (MCIS) Update 
 
No update at this time. 

 
MCIS information submitted by MCIS Director, Annette Miller, phone: (406) 444-2741;  
Email: anmiller@mt.gov.  For training requests or technical support, contact Pam Boggs or Donetta 
McDowell at (800) 541-3904 or email mcrn@mt.gov.  

 

Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources 
 
No update at this time. 
 
Dr. Brad King 
Agriculture Education Specialist 
Office of Public Instruction 
Office Phone:  (406) 444-4451  
Cell Phone:  (406) 465-3037 
E-mail:  bking2@mt.gov   
 

FFA 
No update at this time. 
 
FFA information submitted by Montana FFA State Director, Amanda Carlson, phone: (406) 994-
7050; Email:  ffaamandac@yahoo.com. 

 

Business Education 
Montana Business Education Professionals Complete Review of Teacher Preparation Standards 
A committee of Montana’s Business Education Professionals recently completed a review and updating of the 
current Professional Educator Preparation Program Standards (PEPPS) for Montana’s business teacher 
education programs. 
 
The purpose of the review and updating is to examine existing Administrative Rules of Montana Chapter 58 - 
Professional Educator Preparation Program Standards and revise and modify the standards and procedures 
using current research and other state and national curriculum and educator preparation standards. By 
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completing the review and updating, the committee seeks to ensure the standards used by Montana’s business 
teacher education programs are current and up-to-date and provide those seeking to become Montana business 
and marketing teachers have the knowledge and skills to be successful in the classroom as well as an education 
professional. Montana currently has two business teacher education programs, one at the University of Montana 
in Missoula and one at the University of Montana Western in Dillon. 
 
All recommended changes will be reviewed by the Office of Public Instruction before being released for public 
comment and eventual approval by the Montana Board of Public Education. 
 
All committee members were submitted via nomination. The members of the business education committee were 
Eric Swenson, Montana Business Education Specialist with the Office of Public Instruction; Dr. Sandra Williams, 
University of Montana; Denise Holland, University of Montana Western; Elaine Stedman, Sidney High School; and 
Craig McKinney, Shepherd Junior High. 
 
Submitted by  
 

Eric Swenson 
Business Education Specialist 
Office of Public Instruction 
Phone:  (406) 444-7991   Fax:  (406) 444-1373 
E-mail: eswenson@mt.gov  

 
Montana BPA 

 The month of April has been busy for the top 244 Montana Business Professionals of America 
secondary and post-secondary students who are preparing to attend the National BPA 
Leadership Conference, “Accelerate Your Future,” in Indianapolis, Indiana April 30 – May 4. 
Montana students (237 secondary and 7 post-secondary) will compete in 60 business-related 

events against over 4,500 competitors from 24 other states who placed in the top 10% of their events at their 
State conferences.  Sixty advisors, chaperones, and guests round out the Montana delegation for a total of 304 
people attending this National conference this year in Indianapolis. Montana has a total of 51 chapters attending 
Nationals this year, 49 secondary and 2 post-secondary. They will join over 5,000 other conference delegates 
from across the nation to participate in national level business skills competitions, workshops, general sessions, 
and the national officer candidate campaigns and elections. Besides competing  
 
Montana Virtual BPA Post-secondary students, Conner Menahan and Alexandra and Darlene Barreto have 
already placed at Nationals in their Virtual Multimedia and Promotion-Team project, and Conner Menahan, in his 
Virtual Multimedia and Promotion-Individual project.  Colstrip students, Bailey Menahan and Victoria Barreto, 
sisters of the 3 post-secondary students will showcase their siblings’ projects at the National Post-Secondary 
Conference. Kelsey Madler, also a member of the Montana Virtual post-secondary chapter from Cutbank, taking 
on-line classes from the University of Great Falls, will also be attending/competing in three non-judged events.  
Montana has four other post-secondary BPA members from Flathead Valley Community College competing in 
judged/non-judged events.  Montana BPA is excited to have seven of their eight post-secondary chapter students 
attend Nationals this year. And we expect even more growth at the post-secondary level next year.  
 
BPA members from Montana are not only involved in competitive events at the National level but will also be 
receiving Ambassador Torch Awards, Advisor recognition for Years of Service, and BPA Cares Awards.  Eighteen 
Montana Advisors will receive National “Advisor Certification” recognition and five Montana students will receive 
“Student” recognition for their knowledge of the Business Professionals of America program.  Many of the 
Montana delegation will participate in the National “Special Olympics Walk” at the leadership conference to raise 
thousands of dollars for the Special Olympics program. 
  
Besides having the opportunity to excel, BPA students, advisors, and guests will have the opportunity to 
experience the city of Indianapolis, Indiana.  Two-thirds of the Montana delegation (200) will attend the “Montana 
Special Event” at Lucas Oil Stadium, home of the Indianapolis Colts; tour the stadium and have a fabulous meal 
of Corn Meal Crusted Catfish with Remoulade Sauce, Grilled Chicken Breast with Shagbark Hickory Barbeque 
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Sauce, and Shredded Pork Barbeque served with Molasses Baked Beans, Sweet Yellow Corn, and Baked Fruit 
Cobbler.  The delegation also has the opportunity to experience the “Indianapolis Speedway,” “King’s Island” 
amusement park, and the Indianapolis Zoo and Museum.   
 
May’s report will have all the results of the National Conference in Indianapolis, Indiana.   
 
Montana BPA information submitted by Montana BPA State Director, Becky DePuydt, phone: (406) 674-
5593; cell phone: (406) 390-5196, Email: beckydepuydt@bpamt.org  

 
Montana DECA 

 

Montana DECA will be attending our ICDC Conference in Atlanta, GA beginning May 2nd.  There 
are approximately 130 students competing this year, representing 9 of our 10 high school 

chapters.  
 
Congratulations to Kieran Bergstrom, Belt High School and Jackson Smith, Sentinel High School... These 2 
outstanding seniors have been awarded the DECA Emerging Leader Award for the state of Montana! 
   ** CONGRATS Kieran and Jackson! ** 
 

DECA information submitted by Montana DECA State Director, Krista Bergstrom, phone: (406) 750-1988; 
Email:  kberg151@gmail.com. 

 

Family and Consumer Sciences Education 
 
No update at this time. 
 
Megan A. Vincent 
Family & Consumer Sciences Education Specialist 
FCCLA State Adviser 
Montana Office of Public Instruction 
Phone: (406) 444-3599    Fax: (406) 444-1373 
E-mail:  mvincent2@mt.gov  

 
Montana FCCLA 
 

No update at this time. 
 
FCCLA information submitted by Montana FCCLA State Director, Nicole Wanago, phone: (406) 581-7285; 
Email:  nicole.wanago@mtfccla.org. 

 
Health Sciences Education 
Health Science 
We have quite a few Biomedical Science teachers attending Core Training this summer, for all four PLTW 

programs; Principals of Biomedical Science, Human Body Systems, Medical Interventions, and 
Biomedical Innovations. 
 
Health Science teachers will be partnering with Ag Ed teachers for a joint Veterinary Science/ONE 

Health Laboratory training on July 21-22 in Missoula at the Ag Center and Big Sky High School.  This promises to 
be a fantastic training for domestic and wildlife veterinary science.  ONE Health is a curriculum that looks at the 
Human-Animal-Environmental interface and how emerging diseases are crossing from animals to humans.  If this 
interests you, please contact Renee Harris @ (406) 994-6986 as space is limited! 
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We are also assembling a group of health science teachers to be trained as EMT-Basic instructors.  Health 
Science teachers across the state would like another option besides the Certified Nursing Assistant Certificate as 
a capstone class.  We are determining when this will take place with all of our other activities.  Again, if you are 
interested in this training, please contact Renee Harris @ (406) 994-6986. 
 
Secondary and Post-secondary Health Science instructors will be previewing a Technical Skill Assessment this 
spring in order to determine the best option for an end-of-program assessment tool. 
 
Engineering 
On April 8

th
, Highlands College, MT Tech, Billings Career Center, Bozeman High School, and Butte administrators 

met to discuss options for articulating Project Lead the Way Engineering courses. 
 
The discussion started with an overview of PLTW coursework and Engineering instructors from Billings and 
Bozeman provided detailed curriculum information to MT Tech Engineering faculty.  This conversation will be 
ongoing to sort specifics of engineering and academic coursework needed to ensure a smooth transition.  Thank 
you to Bernice Phelps for arranging this critical meeting.  
 
Submitted by  
 
Renee Harris 
Health Sciences Education Specialist 
Pathways Coordinator for Engineering and Law, Public Safety and Corrections 
Office of Public Instruction  
Tel:  406-994-6986 
Email:  RHarris3@mt.gov 
 

Montana HOSA  
Megan Bones, our HOSA State Director, resigned in April.  Megan’s husband is graduating in 
Engineering in a few weeks and already has a job waiting for him on Oregon.  On behalf of all of 
our chapters, we wish Megan and her husband best wishes in their new endeavors. 

 
HOSA National Leadership Conference is June 25-28 in Orlando, FL.  At this time we have two chapter advisors 
attending with several students.  This is an exciting and well-attended conference. More information to follow in 
the June and July update. 

 

Industrial, Trades and Technology Education 
 
No update at this time.  
 
Don Michalsky 
Industrial, Trades and Technology Education Specialist 
SkillsUSA State Advisor 
Office of Public Instruction 
Phone:  (406) 444-4452   Fax (406) 444-1373 
E-mail:  dmichalsky@mt.gov 

 
SkillsUSA 

NEW STATE OFFICERS TO ATTEND CTSO LEADERSHIP CAMP 
Our new state officers will be attending Montana CTSO Leadership Camp June 6-8, 2014, at the 
Big Sky Bible Camp near Bigfork.  Our state officers will have the opportunity to meet and interact 
with officers from the other CTSO organizations within our great state and receive some excellent 

training in how to better serve their organizations as the State Leadership Team. 
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STATE CONFERENCE CHAMPIONS PREPARING FOR THE NATIONAL LEADERSHIP AND SKILLS 
CONFERENCE IN KANSAS CITY 
The "red coats" invaded Havre, MT for the 43rd SkillsUSA Montana Leadership & Skills Conference on April 7-9, 
2014.  Medals were awarded to our state champions during the Awards Ceremony on Wednesday, April 
9th.  These champions will be honing their skills and preparing to arrive at the 50th SkillsUSA National Leadership 
and Skills Conference in Kansas City, June 23-27, 2014. 
 
At the state conference students and instructors were given the opportunity to try the VRTEX 360 Virtual Welding 
Simulator compliments of Lincoln Electric.  The VRTEX 360 is a software based system that immerses the 
student in a virtual reality environment complete with sight, sound, and tactile sensations.  The system can be 
used to simulate SMAW, GMAW and FCAW welding processes as well as a variety of welding positions.  The 
American Welding Society (AWS) President, Nancy Cole, highly recommends women to enter into this high 
paying and satisfying career.  Many of our female competitors tried the simulator and were encouraged to seek 
more information and experience in this field.  We would especially like to thank Lincoln Electric Representative 
Mr. Karl Susz for conducting this demonstration.  Mr. Susz was very committed to making this an outstanding 
experience for our students. 
 

SkillsUSA information submitted by Montana SkillsUSA State Director, Cassie Huntley, cell phone: 

(406) 461-5016; Email: casshuntley@montanaskillsusa.com. 

 
Montana TSA  

No update at this time.  
  
 

TSA information submitted by Montana TSA Co-State Directors, Craig Todd, cell phone: 

406.690.2524; Email: craig@crystalcnc.com and Dwight Freeman, cell phone: 406.671.6992; Email: 
Dwight_freeman@yahoo.com.  

mailto:casshuntley@montanaskillsusa.com
mailto:craig@crystalcnc.com
mailto:Dwight_freeman@yahoo.com

